
Meet Eli 

Tonight, we will take a journey to the tabernacle in Shiloh and meet Eli. Eli was one of the 
judges of Israel. He was also a priest and had two sons who were priests. He also raised and mentored 
the prophet Samuel.  

While he did many good things in the service of God, all was not well with him. He actually 
had some serious problems. He made some bad choices that impacted his family, all of Israel, and his 
relationship with God. Consider three interesting things that the Bible tells us about Eli.   

I.  He had some wicked  sons. 
A.  The Bible says some very disturbing things about these men (1 Samuel 2:12-17, 22-25).   

      1.  They were worthless men  (vs. 12) (NASB). 
      2.  They were corrupt men     (vs. 12) (NKJV). 
      3.  They were sons of Belial     (KJV). 

              B.  They stole from the sacrifices of God and lay with harlots in the tabernacle.  
      1.  As a result of these things, they led many people away from God. 
      2.  They were religious hypocrites! 

                C.  The lesson is: sometimes good people raise  bad children .   
      1.  We see this with Jacob (Genesis 37:3). 
      2.  We see this with David (2 Samuel 13-18). 
      3.  We see this with Hezekiah (2 Kings 21:1-9). 
      4.  We see this with Samuel (1 Samuel 8:1-3). 
      5.  We are to train our children to serve God, but we can’t force them to (Ephesians 6:4). 

 God made every person a free moral agent! 
 
II.  He was a terrible father .  

 A.  The Bible makes this very clear (1 Samuel 2:27-29).  
      1.  He was a bad example  to his sons. He also stole from the sacrifices! 
      2.  He honored  his sons more than God.  
      3.  He refused to stop his sons from doing evil.  

              B.  The lesson is: our relationship with our children matters  to God! 
      1.  Our example matters.  
      2.  Our actions matters.  
      3.  Our attitude towards discipline matters.  

 
III. He was a man who didn’t heed God’s repeated warnings .  

A.  In 1 Samuel 2:30-3:14, we learn that God warned Eli that his…  
      1.  Family would be cut off! 
      2.  His sons would die on the same day! 

              B.  Are we listening to God’s warnings… 
      1.  Concerning the return of Jesus (1 Thessalonians 5:2)? 
      2.  Concerning the Judgment Day (2 Corinthians 5:10)? 
      3.  Concerning the consequences for dying in sin (Romans 6:23)? 

  
Conclusion: Eli’s story didn’t end so well (1 Samuel 4:10-18). How will your story end? 
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