
Church Growth the Lord’s Way 

(Acts 9:31) 

How do churches grow? This is one of the great questions among religious folks today. 
Depending on who you ask it is very possible that you will hear a whole host of different responses.  

• Some say we need gimmicks  .  

• Some say we need Theatrical  _   Performances . 

• Some say we need the right   preacher  . 

• Some say we need to   water    down  the gospel.  

These suggestions are very different than what we find being promoted in the Bible. While God 
does want his church to grow, He isn’t merely concerned with the numbers. Above anything else, God 
wants committed disciples. In the book of Acts we see exactly how churches grew in the first century 
with His approval.  

How did church growth happen in the first century? 

I.  Through  Preaching   
   A. The church grew because disciples were committed to spreading the gospel together 

(Matthew 28:19; Acts 2:41, 47; 4:4; 6:7; 14:21). 
                B.  God wants the gospel to draw all people to Him (2 Thessalonians 2:14). 

      1. The gospel is the source of biblical   faith   (Romans 10:17). 
      2. The gospel is God’s power to save (Romans 1:16). 
      3. Only when men obey the gospel can they become committed disciples (John 6:26, 66). 
      4. The   ends   do not justify the   means   (1 Corinthians 3:6-7).  

 
II.  Through   Unity   

   A. The Lord wants us to work to maintain unity (John 17:20-21; 1 Corinthians 1:10;        
Acts 4:32; Ephesians 4:1-3). 

                B.  When we are united… 
      1. We will stay focused on our   mission   
      2. We will promote a culture of    love   (John 15:17). 
      3. We will   glorify  Christ (John 17:21). 

 
III. Through the guidance of godly   leadership   

A.  This was very important to God and the early brethren (Acts 14:23; Titus 1:5; 
Philippians 1:1). God wants local churches to have elders and deacons.  

                B.  When a church has qualified leadership, it is better equipped to grow (Acts 6:2-7).  
  
IV. Through the building of strong   relationships  

A. Beyond gathering for worship, the early Christians also spent time together in one 
another’s homes (Acts 2:42, 46). 

B.  Connected Christians make it very difficult for the devil to steal their souls! 
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