
Evangelism in the First Century  

(Acts 8:4) 

The book of Acts is about the work of Jesus continuing through His people. It is about the 
carrying out of the great commission after the Lord had ascended to heaven.     

In the first century, the work of evangelism (spreading the gospel) looked a certain way.  

I.  It meant preaching the gospel   everywhere . 
   A.  It meant taking the gospel literally all over the world (Mark 16:15-16; Acts 1:8). 

      1. It began in Jerusalem (Acts 2). 
      2. It went to Samaria through the effort of Philip (Acts 8:4-13). 
      3. It went to the remotest parts of the world (Acts 13-28). 

                B.  By 63 A.D. the gospel had been spread everywhere! See Colossians 1:5-6, 23. 
 

II.  It meant preaching the gospel to   everyone  . 
   A.  Why? Because every person needs to hear the gospel. See Mark 16:15; Romans 1:16; 2 

Corinthians 5:10.  
      1. They preached it to Jews (Acts 2). 
      2. They preached it to Samaritans (Acts 8). 
      3. They preached it to persecutors of the church (Acts 9). 
      4. They preached it to Gentiles (Acts 10). 

               B.  We need to follow in their footsteps! 
 

III. It meant preaching the gospel in the face of   persecution  .  
   A.  This reality weaves its way throughout Acts. 

      1. Peter and John are   arrested   (Acts 4). 
      2. All of the apostles are arrested (Acts 5:18). 
      3.    Stephen   is killed (Acts 7). 
      4. Saul persecutes the church (Acts 8:1-4). 
      5.  A plot is formed to kill Saul (Acts 9:23-25). 
      6. Herod kills James and throws   Peter   in prison (Acts 12:1-4). 
      7. Paul is stoned in Lystra (Acts 14:19). 

                B.  And yet, they continued preaching the gospel (Acts 4:18-20; 5:29). 
  
IV. It meant preaching out of   faith   that Jesus is the Christ. 

   A.  This was the motive for their aggressive evangelism.  
      1. See Acts 2:36; 4:12; 5:30-32; 8:4-5, 12; 9:20-22.  
      2. These Christians were 100% sold on who Jesus is and what He can provide for all 

men through His blood! 
                B.  When we come to believe in the Lord with real conviction, we will be excited about the 

work of soul-winning and driven to teach others.  
 
Conclusion: How evangelism looked in the first century, is exactly how God wants it to look today! 
 

- Shawn Jeffries          


