
“One Heart and Soul” 

(Acts 4:32) 

In the book of Acts we see what first century Christianity was all about. We see what the early 
church taught, how they worshipped, and how they won souls for the glory of God.  

We also see how they were committed to being one in the cause of Christ. Despite being a 
group of several thousand people, Luke describes the saints in Jerusalem as “one heart and soul” (Acts 
4:32). That language indicates there was a remarkable sense of unity and closeness in this church. They 
were not cold, distant, and indifferent towards one another.  

What they had is what God wants for every church (John 17:21; Ephesians 4:3).  

I.  How did they achieve it? 
  A.  Devotion to the  King (Acts 2:29-36)   
  1.   On Pentecost preached about the kingship of Jesus.   

2.  3,000 of those who heard that message made a decision to submit to the King              
(Acts 2:37-41). They made a decision to give Jesus the ultimate say in their lives! 

                B.  Devotion to the same  standard  (Acts 2:41-42)  
  1.   The standard was the will of God as it was revealed to the apostles.  

2.  Disciples will find themselves fussing and fighting all the time if they are not  
devoted to following the apostles’ doctrine. 

                C.  Devotion to  helping  one another (Acts 2:44-45; 4:32-37)  
  1.   These saints helped one another in times of need. 
  2.    People like Barnabas were willing to use their resources to help destitute brethren. 
                       3.   There are so many brethren here in this place who do the same.  

                D.  Devotion to working out  problems  (Acts 6:1-6)  
1.   The saints in Jerusalem had problems just like we do today. In this case there was a 

problem with a group of widows being overlooked in the daily serving of food 
(benevolence).  

                   2.  Instead of splitting up and allowing this problem to hinder their work, the church 
appointed some qualified men to be over the work. They worked out their problem! 

                E.  Devotion to spending time  together (Acts 2:46)  
  1.   They spent time together in the worship assembly and outside of it. 
  2.   They helped and encouraged one another every day! 
 
II. What are the benefits of being “one heart and soul”?  

A.  We will maintain our  focus  (Acts 2:47; 4:4; 8:4). We need to stay focused on  spreading 
the gospel and winning the lost! 

                B.  We will maintain and enhance our  influence  (Matthew 5:16; Philippians 2:15; John 
13:15). 

                C.   We will please the  King  (Acts 4:33; Psalm 133:1).  
 
Conclusion: Are you part of God’s family? 

 
- Shawn Jeffries          


