
The Two Paths 

Last Friday in our daily Bible reading we began reading Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount. This is 
the greatest sermon in all the Bible. It talks about practical things that we must do to become authentic 
disciples. In fact, to stress the importance of this issue, in chapter 7 Jesus draws His famous sermon to 
a close by saying something very interesting. In Matthew 7:13-14, He says that everyone is on one of 
two spiritual paths. Consider three things that Jesus says about these paths. 

I.   Everyone is   not   on the   same   path. 
  A.  In life there are two groups traveling in two different directions.  
 1.  One group is traveling to heaven, while the other is traveling to hell. 

 2. One cannot reasonable believe in Jesus, while refusing to believe in the existence  
  of both of these places. Jesus preached them continually in His ministry.  

                B.   Jesus taught that everyone will not end up in the same place in the end. 
      1.  Some will get to experience spiritual life. Others will experience spiritual death and 

eternal torment. See Matthew 25:31-34, 46. 
 2.  Some will get to live in the Father’s house forever. While others will suffer with  
  the devil and his angels (John 14:2-3; Matthew 25:41). 
 3.  Some will be called “blessed” and told to “come” into the kingdom of heaven.  
  While others will be told to “depart” from the glorious presence of the Lord!  

 
II. There are    more   people on the     wrong   path. 

  A.  This is the way it has been for thousands of years.  
 1.  We see this in the case of Noah and the world in which he lived (Genesis 6:5-6).   
 2.  We see this in the case of the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah (Genesis 18-19). 
 3.  We see this in the case of Israel throughout the Old Testament. 

                B.  Many in the world today believe in “universalism.” This is the idea that ultimately 
everyone will make it to heaven and be saved. But this teaching is a direct contradiction 
to what Jesus taught in Matthew 7:13-14. 

C. While this is not what God desires (1 Timothy 2:4; 2 Peter 3:9), most people are 
traveling on the wrong path!   

1.  They are still on the wrong path in spite of the     love   of    God   (John 3:16). 
                  2. They are still on the wrong path in spite of the  sacrifice   of   Jesus   (2 Corinthians 

5:15; 1 Timothy 2:16). 
                   3.  They are still on the wrong path in spite of the   sacrifice  of God’s people 

(Matthew 28:19-20) 
 4.   They are still on the wrong path in spite of    efforts   (John 14:2-3). 

 
III. We    decide   which path we will take. 

  A. The ability to do this is one of the main things that make us special and unique compared 
to anything God has made. 

1.  The first word of Matthew 7:13-14 implies the ability to choose. 
 2.  Unfortunately, most people choose to take the wrong path! 

                 B.   We cannot expect to take the narrow path that leads to life on our own terms (Matthew 
7:21-23; John 14:6). 

 
Conclusion: Which path are you on right now? If it is the wrong one, choose to make a detour right 
now! 

- Shawn Jeffries          


