
15 Years Later… 

September 11, 2001 is a day we will never forget. We remember what we doing when the World 
Trade Center went down. We remember how we felt. We remember where we were when we heard the 
news. But while that day was certainly horrific, many positive things occurred afterwards.   

I. After 9/11…  
    A.  People prayed more. Why? Because we knew we needed God! We knew we   
 needed someone of a higher source to strengthen and help get us through that difficult   
 moment. 
              B. Church Attendance went up. People who hadn’t attended church in years were rushing to 

the pews. After this tragedy people wanted to learn more about God and how to seek a 
relationship with Him. 

              C. There was a great sense of unity. There was very little arguing and debating over politics. 
There was a high level of respect and appreciation for police and firefighters. 

              D. People were more thankful. On the night of 9/11 people hugged their families a little 
tighter. People appreciated their families and country more than ever.  

              E. People were forced to realize that life is fragile. People were forced to accept that every day 
our lives are uncertain. We could be here today and gone tomorrow! 

 
II. 15 years later… 
    A.     Is prayer still a priority (1 Peter 5:6-7)?  
                        1. Unfortunately, for many it no longer is. Since, many feel safe and secure again, 15 

years later they no longer feel like they need God. 
                        2. Let us never forget that no matter what we need God! See Philippians 4:6; 

Colossians 4:6; 1 Thessalonians 5:17; Mark 6:46.  
              B. Is worship  still a priority? 
                        1. Unfortunately, for many it is not. In fact, not only has church attendance decreased, 

but so has belief in God among many Americans. 
      2. God expects better from His people (Psalm 26:8, 12; 27:4; 84:1-4, 10; 122:1). 
              C. Are we still  united ?  
      1. Unfortunately, there are so many issues that divide us today as a nation.  
                        2. God expects His people to strive for unity and peace (Matthew 5:19; Romans 12:18; 

Galatians 3:28). We are to respect our public servants (1 Timothy 2:1-3).  
              D. Are we still  thankful?  
      1. It is easy to take those we love for granted.  
      2. Instead of taking them for granted… 
    a.  We need to express thanksgiving for them (Colossians 4:2-3; Philippians 4:6). 
    b.  We need to invest time in them (Ephesians 5:25; 6:4; Acts 2:46). 
    c.  We need to seek to always get along with them because life is too short.   
              E. Do we still understand that  life is  fragile ?  
      1. The realities of death are just as true today as they were 15 years ago.  
                        2. It is still true that we are going to die (Hebrews 9:27); we do not know when we are 

going to die (James 4:13-15); and we need to make serving God the top priority in 
our lives (Ecclesiastes 12:13). 

  
Conclusion: Many tragic deaths took place on 9/11, but the most tragic death of all… 
   …is that of  the Lord Jesus ! 
 

- Shawn Jeffries          


